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Welcome 

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all 
because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to 
addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic 
circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ. 
 

For Parents with Children 
Good Soil loves kids and the "holy noise" they bring! Your children are warmly 
welcome in worship. Sing, pray, and respond; your children will learn by 
worshiping with you. There's also a "prayground" area in the back of the 
sanctuary and a nursery/cry room behind that on the back left side. We pray 
that worshiping together as a family is a meaningful experience! 
 

For Those Needing Hearing Assistance 
Please ask an usher about our hearing assistance devices to enhance your 
worship experience. 
 

Holy Communion 
Christ is truly present with us in worship and through this meal. All are 
welcome to participate in Holy Communion here at Good Soil. Gluten-free 
wafers and grape juice are available upon request.   

mailto:pastormarissa@goodsoillutheran.org
mailto:deborah@goodsoillutheran.org
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Key: 
Bold Font – Spoken by the Congregation 
Regular Font – Spoken by the Pastor or Worship Assistant 
† – Please stand as you are able, in body or spirit. 
 
Please Note: In an effort to protect those who are vulnerable, masking is strongly 
recommended. In addition, the first four rows of pews on the left side of the sanctuary are 
reserved as a “masking only” section (for those who wish to be in close proximity only with 
others who are masking).  
 

Third Sunday After Epiphany 
 
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. 
In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness 
have seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God 
suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for 
us as we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to 
share the good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and 
mercy. 
 
 Prelude  

 
Welcome to Worship 
 

In the 
Confession and 
Forgiveness, 
we are drawn 
by God’s 
mercy to 
prepare to 
assemble 
around the 
Word and 
Sacrament. It 
may be seen as 
a return to the 
gift of Baptism 

† Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who makes all things new, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 
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through 
repentance.  
 

and cannot free ourselves. 
We have not practiced your righteousness. 
Our hearts have turned away from you. 
For the sake of the world you so love, 
forgive us, 
that we may be reconciled to one another 
for the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
Thus says our God: 
“The former things have come to pass 
and new things I now declare.” 
God’s mercy makes us new. 
We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

 Gathering Hymn:  Dearest Jesus, at Your Word     ELW 520 
 
1 Dearest Jesus, at your word 
 we have come again to hear you; 
 let our thoughts and hearts be stirred 
 and in glowing faith be near you 
 as the promises here given 
 draw us wholly up to heaven. 
 
2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight 
 lie in deepest darkness shrouded 
 till your Spirit breaks the night, 
 filling us with light unclouded. 
 All good thoughts and all good living 
 come but by your gracious giving. 
 
3 Radiance of God's glory bright, 
 Light of light from God proceeding, 
 Jesus, send your blessed light; 
 help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 
 that our prayers and songs may please you, 
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 as with grateful hearts we praise you. 
 
4 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
 praise to you and adoration! 
 Grant us what we need the most: 
 all your gospel's consolation 
 while we here on earth await you, 
 till in heav'n with praise we greet you. 
 
Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-1684, sts. 1-3; Gesangbuch, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-
1878, adapt. 

 
The assembly is 
greeted with 
words used by 
Paul in 2nd 

Corinthians to 
greet churches. 
The assembly 
also greets the 
presiding 
minister in 
return. It is a 
moment of 
mutuality that 
signifies trust, 
love, mutual 
service, and a 
shared hope in 
God. 
 

† Greeting 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

The Prayer of 
the Day 
highlights 
themes from 
the scripture 
readings we 
are about to 
hear. 

† Prayer of the Day 
 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows 
after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the 
ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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 The Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 9:1-4 
 
To put this reading into context:  
 
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the 
gloom of defeat by Assyrian military forces, but they are assured 
that their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled 
appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebrations 
of great harvests, because God will deliver them from everything 
that diminishes or oppresses them. 
 
Hear now the reading:  
 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the 
former time [the LORD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the nations. 
 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
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Word of God.  Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 Psalm 27:1, 4-8 (read responsively) 
 
1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

4One thing I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: to live in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the LORD, and to inquire in his temple. 

5For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will 
conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on a 
rock. 

6Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I 
will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and 
make melody to the LORD. 

7Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer 
me! 

8“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, LORD, do I seek. 

 

We welcome 
the gospel by 
singing the 
Gospel 
Acclamation.  
We rise, if able, 
in anticipation 
of Christ being 
revealed to us 
through the 
Living Word of 
the Gospel.  

† Gospel Acclamation:   
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The Gospel is 
announced. 
Following the 
reading of the 
Gospel, we 
give thanks 
and praise to 
Jesus Christ, 
who is 
revealed to us 
through the 
Gospel 
reading. 

† Gospel Reading:  Matthew 4:12-23 
 
To put this reading into context: 
 
Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is 
imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims the nearness of God’s reign 
and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew 
to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by 
the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had 
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles— 
 16the people who sat in darkness 
  have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
 
 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net 
into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately 
they left their nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he 
saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, 
and he called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their 
father, and followed him. 
 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
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proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every 
disease and every sickness among the people. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 Sermon:   The Rev. Marissa Harrison 
 
Silence for reflection.  
 
Thinking theologically is a spiritual practice! You’re invited to 
reflect on the following question about vocation:  
 
We all have different arenas of identity in our lives: home/family, 
church/faith community, civic/public life, occupation (paid or 
volunteer). How are you currently serving God’s desire for people 
to be loved and for a better world in each of these arenas? What 
could you do to be clearer and more intentional about serving as 
God’s hands and feet in those settings? 
 

 † Hymn of the Day:  Here I Am, Lord     ELW 574 
 
1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
 I have heard my people cry. 
 All who dwell in dark and sin 
 my hand will save. 
 I, who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send?" 
 
Refrain 
 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 
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2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people's pain. 
 I have wept for love of them. 
 They turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 
3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame. 
 I will set a feast for them. 
 My hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 
 
Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 
Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

 
As the church, 
we pray for 
those in our 
community 
and around the 
world. The 
prayers are 
also 
responsive, 
emphasizing 
our own 
participation. 

† Prayers of Intercession 
 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the 
cross. Help us to work together across differences. Energize 
ecumenical partnerships, including the World Council of Churches 
and Lutheran World Federation.  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea 
with your abundance. Bless harvests around the world. Equip us to 
till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
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In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break 
the rod of the oppressor in every nation. Dispel the shadow of 
death in places of war and persecution. Grant us leaders who lift 
the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 
Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are 
afraid. Rouse communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, 
are facing maltreatment, or are isolated and lonely.  We especially 
pray for Helen, Jae, Jeff, Oakley, Andrew, Jamie, Willie, Char, Jen; 
Rich, Marie, Jeanette, Andrew . . . and those whom we lift up in 
our hearts silently or aloud.  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both 
famous and unknown. Help us to leave our nets and follow, and 
bring us with them to the fullness of your promise of eternal life. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your 
wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified.  
Amen. 
 

A practice of 
the ancient 
church, where 
we recognize 
Christ’s peace 
in one another 
and share it 
together. 

† Passing of the Peace 
 
The Peace of Christ be with you always 
And also with you. 
 
The people greet one another saying, “Peace” or “Peace be with 
you” sharing the peace of Christ with one another in a no-touch or 
low-touch way, such as a wave, peace sign, or elbow bump. 
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God entrusts us 
with 
everything we 
have.  Our 
offering is one 
way we give 
thanks to God 
and support 
the ministry of 
the church. 
 
 
 

The Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Offering 
 
God’s ministry through Good Soil makes a difference, and your 
offering makes that possible.  Help Good Soil continue making an 
impact by giving today at www.goodsoillutheran.org/support or 
by using this QR code:   
 
Aim your phone camera at the QR code,  
but don’t take a picture. A link will appear to 
click on that will take you to Good Soil’s 
support page. 

 
 

 

The offering is 
brought 
forward to the 
altar to signify 
our gratitude 
for God’s 
blessings. 

† Offering Hymn:  Rise, Shine, You People!     ELW 665 v 1 
 
1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 
 our human story; God in him is centered. 
 He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 
 with grace unbounded. 
 
Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt. 
Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 † Offering Prayer 

 
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free. 
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
for all your works of merciful power, 
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
Amen. 
 

http://www.goodsoillutheran.org/support
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 † Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 † Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s 
Prayer is Jesus’ 
response to his 
disciples when 
they asked him 
to teach them 
how to pray. 
 

† Lord’s Prayer (prayed by all) 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 † Invitation to the Table  
 
Come and taste the joy of God! 
 

 † Communion 
 
Christ is with us in this meal. All who are hungry for the presence 
of Jesus are welcome to commune here at Good Soil. When you 
receive  the elements, you are invited to respond with “Amen” or 
“Thanks be to God.” 
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Please wait for the usher to release your row before proceeding up 
front. You are invited to stand or kneel at the altar rail.  
 
Gluten-free bread is available upon request. The wine is red; grape 
juice is white. Communion cups can be returned at the end tables 
on your way back to your seat.  
 

 Communion Hymn:  I Received the Living God     ELW 477 
 
Refrain 
 I received the living God, 
 and my heart is full of joy. 
 I received the living God, 
 and my heart is full of joy. 
 
1 Jesus said: I am the bread, 
 kneaded long to give you life; 
 you who will partake of me 
 need not ever fear to die.  Refrain 
 
2 Jesus said: I am the way, 
 and my Father longs for you; 
 so I come to bring you home 
 to be one with us anew.  Refrain 
 
3 Jesus said: I am the truth; 
 come and follow close to me. 

 You will know me in your heart, 
 and my word shall make you free.  Refrain 
 
4 Jesus said: I am the life, 
 far from whom no thing can grow, 
 but receive this living bread, 
 and my Spirit you shall know.  Refrain 
 
Text: Anonymous 



 15 

 † Post-Communion Table Blessing 
 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

With the 
blessing of 
God, we go 
out to live as 
Christ’s body in 
the world.   

† Blessing 
 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 

Through the 
sending hymn 
we are sent out 
into the world 
to follow Jesus. 

† Sending Hymn:  I Come with Joy     ELW 482 vs 1-3 & 5 
 
1 I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 
the life of Jesus to recall 
in love laid down for me, 
in love laid down for me. 

 
2 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love 
in Christ's communion bread, 
in Christ's communion bread. 

 
3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, 
and strangers now are friends, 
and strangers now are friends. 

 
5 Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 



 16 

we'll go with joy, to give the world 
the love that makes us one, 
the love that makes us one. 

 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 
 

The dismissal 
sends us out as 
Christ’s Body—
fed, nourished, 
and ready to 
serve. Worship 
has ended, and 
our service 
begins! 

† Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 Postlude  
 

 
You are warmly invited to gather in the upstairs lounge area for  

coffee hour immediately following worship.  
 

Coffee hour discussion question:  
 

What are (or have been) the most life-giving vocations/identities in your 
life? What are (or have been) the most challenging?  
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Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.   
 
Worship texts are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2023. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020986 
 
Music reprinted under One License #A-719034 or CCLI license #3013830. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
 

 
 
Today’s Worship Servants:  
Presiding:  The Rev. Marissa Harrison Reader:  Trey Harrison 
Ushers:  Amanda and Alexandra 
             Inman 

Counters:  Barbara Munch 
                 Stan Zeager 

Online Usher:  Alex Alusheff Acolyte:  Amelia Forshey 
Livestream:  Michael Wancata Sunday School Teachers: 

     Louise Debell (Early Learners) 
     Mandy Forshey (Primary) 
     Darlene Wahl (Middle  
     Schoolers) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/
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Announcements from Good Soil 
Sunday, Jan 22, 2023 

 
For those in need of healing, comfort, or strength:  Helen Andrews, Jae, Jeff, Oakley, 
Andrew Evatt, Jamie Lanter, Willie Lee, Char Mattson, Jen Mitterholzer, Rich Petrusky, 
Marie Sternad, Andrew Sykaluk, Jeanette Weidlich 
 
For those celebrating the anniversary of their baptism: 
Alin Sburlea (Jan 24) 

 
“Seeds” is a weekly e-newsletter with updates and highlights 
about God’s action among us! Use this QR code to sign up.  
You can also call the church office at 440-331-1773 for help 
signing up.  It’s a great way to stay in touch with all the exciting 
happenings at Good Soil!  
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Calendar of Events 
Date Event Time 

Sun, Jan 22 • In-Person and Livestream Worship 
• Sunday School 
• Coffee Hour 

9:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

Sun, Jan 29 • In-Person and Livestream Worship 
• Sunday School 
• Coffee Hour 

9:30 a.m. 
1030 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 
Thurs, Feb 2 Confirmation Class – Bethesda on the Bay 5:30 p.m. 
Sat, Feb 4 Ladies’ Breakfast – Gene’s Place, Kamms Corner 9:00 a.m. 
Sun, Feb 5 • In-Person and Livestream Worship – Baptism of 

Otto Mitterholzer 
• Sunday School 
• Coffee Hour 

9:30 a.m. 
 

10:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

Sat, Feb 11 ELCA Anti-Racism Conversation via Zoom 10:30 a.m. 
Sun, Feb 12 • In-Person and Livestream Worship – Welcome of 

New Members 
• Sunday School 
• Coffee Hour 

9:30 a.m. 
 

10:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

Tues, Feb 14 HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY! 
Good Soil Executive Team Meeting 

 
7:30 p.m. 
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