
Good Soil Lutheran Ministries  

Growing Together in Christ to Love and Serve 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 14, 2023 

9:30 am 



 2 

 

 

20300 Hilliard Blvd 

Rocky River, OH 44116 

(440) 331-1773 
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Cell Phone:  813-494-6507 
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Welcome 

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all 

because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to 

addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic 

circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ. 

 

For Parents with Children 

Good Soil loves kids and the "holy noise" they bring! Your children are warmly 

welcome in worship. Sing, pray, and respond; your children will learn by 

worshiping with you. There's also a "prayground" area in the back of the 

sanctuary and a nursery/cry room behind that on the back left side. We pray 

that worshiping together as a family is a meaningful experience! 

 

For Those Needing Hearing Assistance 

Please ask an usher about our hearing assistance devices to enhance your 

worship experience. 

 

Holy Communion 

Christ is truly present with us in worship and through this meal. All are 

welcome to participate in Holy Communion here at Good Soil. Children may 

commune with elements or receive a blessing depending on parent/guardian 

preference. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice available upon request.   

mailto:pastormarissa@goodsoillutheran.org
mailto:admin@goodsoillutheran.org
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Key: 

Bold Font – Spoken by the Congregation 

Regular Font – Spoken by the Pastor or Worship Assistant 

† – Please stand as you are able, in body or spirit. 

 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to 

abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are 

reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this 

Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit 

will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world. 

 

 Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude and Welcome  

 

In 

Thanksgiving 

for Baptism, 

we recall how 

God has joined 

us to Christ 

through 

baptism and 

clothes us with 

mercy and 

forgiveness.  

 

 

The  

thanksgiving 

praises God for 

all of God’s 

saving actions 

through water 

and the word, 

praying and 

† Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are welcomed, restored, and supported 

as citizens of the new creation. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

Holy God, 

you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring. 

 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 

and in them we are born anew. 

 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 

for rivers and streams. 
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trusting that 

this assembly 

will be 

renewed by 

the Holy Spirit 

in forgiveness, 

grace, and 

love. 

 

 

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 

quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 

the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

We ask this through Christ, 

who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

Amen. 

 

 † Gathering Hymn:  We Know That Christ Is Raised   ELW 449 

 

1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 

 Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 

 and our despair he turned to blazing joy. 

 Hallelujah! 

 

2 We share by water in his saving death. 

 Reborn, we share with him an Easter life, 

 as living members of our Savior Christ. 

 Hallelujah! 

 

3 The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life. 

 The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God. 

 Baptized, we live with God the Three in One. 

 Hallelujah! 

 

4 A new creation comes to life and grows 

 as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 

 The universe restored and whole will sing: 

 Hallelujah! 

 

Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932 

Text © John B. Geyer 
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The assembly is 

greeted with 

words used by 

Paul in 2nd 

Corinthians to 

greet churches. 

The assembly 

also greets the 

presiding 

minister in 

return. It is a 

moment of 

mutuality that 

signifies trust, 

love, mutual 

service, and a 

shared hope in 

God. 

 

† Greeting 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with the 

return of the 

Alleluia, the 

Hymn of Praise 

returns on 

Easter Sunday 

to signify the 

joy of the 

resurrection. 

 

† Hymn of Praise 
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The Prayer of 

the Day 

highlights 

themes from 

the scripture 

readings we 

are about to 

hear. 

† Prayer of the Day 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in 

heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all 

your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and 

peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Acts 17:22-31 

 

To put this reading into context: 

 

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to 

Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. 

He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the 

true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with 

justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 

 

Hear now the reading:  

 

22
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see 

how extremely religious you are in every way. 
23

For as I went 

through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 

worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 

unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
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proclaim to you. 
24

The God who made the world and everything 

in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 

made by human hands, 
25

nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life 

and breath and all things. 
26

From one ancestor he made all nations 

to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 

existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 

live, 
27

so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for 

him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of 

us. 
28

For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even 

some of your own poets have said, 

 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 

29
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity 

is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and 

imagination of mortals. 
30

While God has overlooked the times of 

human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, 
31
because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 

world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 

and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 

dead.” 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 Psalm 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 
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Bless our 

|
 God, you peoples; 

  let the sound of 
|
 praise be heard. 

 9
Our God has kept us a- 

|
 mong the living 

  and has not allowed our 
|
 feet to slip.  

 16
Come and listen, all you 

|
 who believe, 

  and I will tell you what God has 
|
 done for me. 

 17
I called out to God 

|
 with my mouth, 
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  and praised the Lord 
|
 with my tongue. 

  20
Blessed be God, who has not reject- 

|
 ed my prayer, 

  nor withheld unfailing 
|
 love from me. 

 

We welcome 

the gospel by 

singing the 

Gospel 

Acclamation.  

We rise, if able, 

in anticipation 

of Christ being 

revealed to us 

through the 

Living Word of 

the Gospel. 

 

† Gospel Acclamation:  Halle Halle Hallelujah     ELW 172 

 

Before and 

after the 

reading of the 

Gospel, we 

give thanks 

and praise to 

Jesus Christ, 

who is 

revealed to us 

through the 

Gospel 

reading. 

 

† Gospel: John 14:15-21 

 

To put this gospel reading into context: 

 

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus 

encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks of the 

Spirit, who will be with them forever. 

 

The holy Gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 
15
“If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. 
16
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Advocate, to be with you forever. 
17
This is the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 

nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and 

he will be in you. 

 18
“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 

19
In a little 

while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; 
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because I live, you also will live. 
20

On that day you will know that I 

am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
21
They who have 

my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and 

those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 

them and reveal myself to them.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 Children’s Sermon 

 

Children aged Pre-K through 3rd grade are invited to leave the 

service after the Children’s Sermon and attend the 1st part of 

Sunday School instruction (2nd part to resume in classes after 

worship.) 

 

 Sermon:   The Rev. Shelley Nelson-Bridger 

 

Silence for Reflection.  

 

Thinking theologically is a spiritual practice.  

You’re invited to reflect on the following question: 

 

Jesus describes the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, the “Spirit of Truth.” 

How do you discern what voices are the truth? What voices are of 

God? What is the metric for what is “of God” and what is not? 

 

 † Hymn of the Day:  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling   ELW 631 

 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 

 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

 all thy faithful mercies crown. 

 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

 pure, unbounded love thou art; 

 visit us with thy salvation, 
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 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 

 into ev'ry troubled breast; 

 let us all in thee inherit; 

 let us find thy promised rest. 

 Take away the love of sinning; 

 Alpha and Omega be; 

 end of faith, as its beginning, 

 set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

 let us all thy life receive; 

 suddenly return, and never, 

 nevermore thy temples leave. 

 Thee we would be always blessing, 

 serve thee as thy hosts above, 

 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

 glory in thy perfect love. 

 

4 Finish then thy new creation, 

 pure and spotless let us be; 

 let us see thy great salvation 

 perfectly restored in thee! 

 Changed from glory into glory, 

 till in heav'n we take our place, 

 till we cast our crowns before thee, 

 lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

 

 

As the church, 

we pray for 

those in our 

community 

and around the 

world. The 

† Prayers of Intercession 

 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all in need. 

 



 12 

prayers are 

also 

responsive, 

emphasizing 

our own 

participation.  

 

Each petition 

addresses a 

different topic, 

often in the 

same pattern:  

 

+ The Church 

+ Creation 

+ Nations and 

leaders 

+Those in need 

+ This faith 

community 

+ The great 

cloud of 

witnesses/those 

now resting 

with God 

 

God our faithful companion, you promise to never leave us and to 

send your Spirit to guide us in wisdom and truth. Send your people 

into the world to serve as mirrors that reflect and magnify your 

love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

All the earth sings praises to you. Grant your care to the creatures, 

plants, and places that are suffering, and equip us to respond to 

their song. Make us agents of restoration and refreshment for all 

your beloved creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

All people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, 

show mercy to all who are oppressed, and speak truth to power 

through your prophets. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Nurturing Lord, you sent your Spirit to grant us peace. Make your 

presence known to those who feel abandoned or alone, and to all 

who are sick or grieving especially Peter, Helen, Andrew, Martha 

and Jamie, Willie, Char, Marlon, Rich, Dick and Joan, Marie, Anna, 

Patricia, Jeanette, Archer, Steve, our siblings in Christ at Trinity 

Lutheran Lakewood as they prepare for Holy Closure… and all 

those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You hold us in your loving care. We pray for mothers and mother 

figures. Console all who long to be mothers, children estranged 

from their mothers, anyone grieving the death of a mother, and 

mothers who have lost a child. Support all for whom this day is 

difficult. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Almighty God, you give life and breath to all things. We give 

thanks for all your saints who rest with you. Sustain us by your love 

until we join them in glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers 

and praise to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, 

our risen Lord. Amen. 
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A practice of 

the ancient 

church, where 

we recognize 

Christ’s peace 

in one another 

and share it 

together. 

† Passing of the Peace 

 

The Peace of Christ be with you always 

And also with you. 

 

The people greet one another saying, “Peace” or “Peace be with 

you” sharing the peace of Christ with one another in a no-touch or 

low-touch way, such as a wave, peace sign, or elbow bump. 

 

 

 

 

God entrusts us 

with 

everything we 

have.  Our 

offering is one 

way we give 

thanks to God 

and support 

the ministry of 

the church. 

 

 

 

The Meal 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering 

 

God’s ministry through Good Soil makes a difference, and your 

offering makes that possible. Help Good Soil continue making an 

impact by giving today at www.goodsoillutheran.org/support or 

by using this QR code:   

 

Aim your phone camera at the QR code,  

but don’t take a picture. A link will appear to 

click on that will take you to Good Soil’s 

support page. 

  

The offering is 

brought 

forward to the 

altar to signify 

our gratitude 

for God’s 

blessings. 

† Offering Hymn:  Alleluia! Jesus is Risen     ELW 377 vs 1 

 

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 

 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 

 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 

 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 

 

http://www.goodsoillutheran.org/support
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 † Offering Prayer 

 

Generous God, 

in this meal you offer your very self. 

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 

In the breaking of this bread 

reveal to us the Risen One. 

In the pouring of this wine 

pour us out in service to the world; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 † Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 † Preface and Sanctus 
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 † Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution 

 

The Lord’s 

Prayer is Jesus’ 

response to his 

disciples when 

they asked him 

to teach them 

how to pray. 

 

† Lord’s Prayer  

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus first 

taught us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 † Invitation to the Table  

 

Come, see, and experience the Risen Christ,  

and God’s great love poured out for you. Amen.  

 

We will 

continue to 

observe 

standing 

processional 

communion 

throughout the 

season of 

Easter—

standing is 

considered 

“the posture of 

resurrection.” 

Another way 

for us to 

embody the 

resurrection of 

Jesus! 

Communion 

 

Christ is with us in this meal. All who are hungry for the presence 

of Jesus are welcome to commune here at Good Soil. Children are 

welcome to come to the Lord’s table for communion or for a 

blessing, depending on parent/guardian’s preference.  

 

When you receive the elements, you are invited to respond with 

“Amen” or “Thanks be to God.” 

 

Please wait for the usher to release your row before proceeding 

down the center aisle single file to the front. We will be observing 

standing processional communion, rather than kneeling at the rail.  

Gluten-free bread is available upon request. The wine (red) is in the 

outer rings of the tray, the grape juice (white) is in the center. 

Communion cups can be returned at the end tables on your way 

back to your seat.  
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 Communion Hymn:  Loving Spirit    ELW 397 

 

1 Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 

 you have chosen me to be 

 you have drawn me to your wonder, 

 you have set your sign on me. 

 

2 Like a mother you enfold me, 

 hold my life within your own, 

 feed me with your very body, 

 form me of your flesh and bone. 

 

3 Like a father you protect me, 

 teach me the discerning eye, 

 hoist me up upon your shoulder, 

 let me see the world from high. 

 

4 Friend and lover, in your closeness 

 I am known and held and blessed: 

 in your promise is my comfort, 

 in your presence I may rest. 

 

5 Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 

 you have chosen me to be— 

 you have drawn me to your wonder, 

 you have set your sign on me. 

 

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931 Text © 1987 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, 

Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Thy Holy Wings    ELW 613 

 

1 Thy holy wings, O Savior, 

 spread gently over me, 

 and let me rest securely 

 through good and ill in thee. 

 Oh, be my strength and portion, 
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 my rock and hiding place, 

 and let my ev'ry moment 

 be lived within thy grace. 

 

2 Oh, let me nestle near thee, 

 within thy downy breast 

 where I will find sweet comfort 

 and peace within thy nest. 

 Oh, close thy wings around me 

 and keep me safely there, 

 for I am but a newborn 

 and need thy tender care. 

 

3 Oh, wash me in the waters 

 of Noah's cleansing flood. 

 Give me a willing spirit, 

 a heart both clean and good. 

 Oh, take into thy keeping 

 thy children great and small, 

 and while we sweetly slumber, 

 enfold us one and all. 

 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite 

Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. www.selahpub.com 

 

 † Post-Communion Table Blessing 

 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

 

 † Presentation of “Multiplying Ministry” check to Pastor Shelley 

Nelson-Bridger and United Protestant Campus Ministries (UPCaM) 
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 † Blessing 

 

The God of all, 

who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 

to live in the new creation. Amen. 

 

Through the 

sending hymn 

we are sent out 

into the world 

to follow Jesus. 

† Sending Hymn:  I Am the Bread of Life  ELW 485 v 1,2,4,5 

 

1 "I am the Bread of life. 

 You who come to me shall not hunger, 

 and who believe in me shall not thirst. 

 No one can come to me unless the Father beckons." 

 

Refrain 

 "And I will raise you up, 

 and I will raise you up, 

 and I will raise you up on the last day." 

 

2 "The bread that I will give 

 is my flesh for the life of the world, 

 and if you eat of this bread, 

 you shall live forever, you shall live forever."  Refrain 

 

4 "I am the resurrection, 

 I am the life. 

 If you believe in me, 

 even though you die, you shall live forever."  Refrain 

 

5 Yes, Lord, I believe 

 that you are the Christ, 

 the Son of God, 

 who have come into the world.  Refrain 

 

Text: Suzanne Toolan, RSM, b. 1927, based on John 6 

Text © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 



 19 

The dismissal 

sends us out as 

Christ’s Body—

fed, nourished, 

and ready to 

serve. Worship 

has ended, and 

our service 

begins! 

† Dismissal 

 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 Postlude  

 

 

You are warmly invited to gather in the upstairs lounge area  

for a special Mother’s Day coffee hour immediately following worship.  

 

Coffee Hour Discussion Question: 
 

Share a favorite story about your mom or a motherly  

figure in your life. 

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  

 

Worship texts are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2023. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020986 

 

Music reprinted under One License #A-719034 or CCLI license #3013830. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 

 

Today’s Worship Servants:  

 

Presiding:  Rev. Shelley Nelson-Bridger Reader:  Ellen Young 

Ushers:  Barbara Demko-Werner 

Alexandra Inman 

Amanda Inman 

Counters:  Michael Wancata 

Ellen Young 

Online Usher:  Alex Alusheff Acolyte:  George Young 

Livestream:  Michael Wancata Sunday School Teachers: 

     Louise DeBell (Early Learners) 

     Mandy Forshey (Primary) 

     Darlene Wahl (Middle Schoolers) 

Communion Assistants: Laura O’Neil 

Shawn O’Neil 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/
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Announcements from Good Soil 
Sunday, May 14, 2023 

 
For those in need of healing, comfort, or strength:  Peter Alexander, Helen Andrews, 
Andrew Evatt, Martha and Jamie Lanter, Willie Lee, Char Mattson, Marlon Naylor, Rich 
Petrusky, Dick and Joan Schluep, Marie Sternad, Anna Sykaluk, Patricia Wancata, 
Jeanette Weidlich, Archer Oster, Steve Patrick, and our siblings in Christ at Trinity 

Lutheran Lakewood as they prepare for Holy Closure. 
 
For those celebrating their birthday: 
Andrew Sykaluk (May 14) 
 
For those celebrating their baptism: 
Pamela Lanter (May 14), Allan Wylie (May 14), Luke Williamson (May 15), Ryan 
Williamson (May 15) 
 
The flowers adorning the altar today are given to the glory of are given to the glory of 
God in memory of Marlys Christensen by her daughter Joy Christensen. 

 
Save the Date 5/20 - TWO OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE + PICNIC: On Saturday, May 20th 
Good Soil will be hosting a spring property day 10am-12pm to help plant flowers, pull 
weeds, and beautify this corner of God’s earth we call Good Soil. We have also been 
invited to assist Trinity Lutheran in their final produce giveaway event at Lakewood 
Congregational Church’s parking lot, also from 10am-12pm. Then we will all gather at 
Good Soil for an afternoon picnic beginning at 1pm to get more acquainted. If you can 
assist with picnic planning, please contact Bill Fink bfink06@yahoo.com.  
 

Calendar of Events 

Date Event Time 

Tue, May 16 GS Council Meeting 7:30 pm 

Sat, May 20 GS Spring Property Clean Up 10:00 am 

 Trinity Lutheran Produce Giveaway - Lakewood 
Congregational Church 

10:00 am 

 Good Soil and Trinity Lutheran Picnic @ Good Soil 1:00 pm 
 


