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Welcome

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all
because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to
addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic
circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ.

For Parents with Children
Good Soil loves kids and the "holy noise" they bring! Your children are warmly
welcome in worship. Sing, pray, and respond; your children will learn by
worshiping with you. There's also a "prayground" area in the back of the
sanctuary and a nursery/cry room behind that on the back left side. We pray
that worshiping together as a family is a meaningful experience!

For Those Needing Hearing Assistance
Please ask an usher about our hearing assistance devices to enhance your
worship experience.

Holy Communion
Christ is truly present with us in worship and through this meal. All are
welcome to participate in Holy Communion here at Good Soil. Children may
commune with elements or receive a blessing depending on parent/guardian
preference. Gluten-free wafers and grape juice available upon request.
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Key:

Bold Font — Spoken by the Congregation
Regular Font — Spoken by the Pastor or Worship Assistant
1 — Please stand as you are able, in body or spirit.

5th Sunday after Pentecost

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from
the power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who
gives a cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we
are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a
sign of God’s merciful welcome.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Prelude
Welcome

In the
Confession and
Forgiveness, we
are drawn by
God'’s mercy to
prepare to
assemble
around the
Word and
Sacrament. It
may be seen as
a return to the
gift of Baptism
through
repentance.

t Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity *+ one God,
who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,

whose promise is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.
We have hoarded your bounty.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.




In the name of Jesus,
forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven

in the name of * Jesus Christ. Amen.

1 Gathering Hymn: As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522

1 As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

2 Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by

permission.
The assembly is -l— Greeting
greeted with
words used by
Paul in 2n The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

Corinthians to
greet churches.

The assembly also
greets the
presiding minister
in return. It is a
moment of
mutuality that
signifies trust, love,
mutual service,
and a shared hope
in God.

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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The Prayer of
the Day
highlights
themes from
the scripture
readings we
are about to
hear.

1 Prayer of the Day

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice
and mercy reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome
your word and serve one another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

The Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
A reading from Psalm 89:

Your love, O LORD, forever will | sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
2For | am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
3*l have made a covenant with my chosen one;
| have sworn an oath to David my servant:
4l will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”
Happy are the people who know the festive shout!
They walk, O LORD, in the light of your presence.
16They rejoice daily in your name;
they are jubilant in your righteousness.
7For you are the glory of their strength,
and by your favor our might is exalted.
18Truly, our shield belongs to the LORD;
our king to the Holy One of Israel.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.




We welcome

1 Gospel Acclamation
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give thanks
and praise to
Jesus Christ,
who is
revealed to us
through the
Gospel
reading.

When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he sends them out
in his name to embodly the power of God. He also promises to
reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry.

The holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 4°“Whoever welcomes you welcomes
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent
me. ““Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will
receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of
the righteous; “2and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one
of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly | tell you, none of
these will lose their reward.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.




Children’s Sermon

Sermon: The Rev. Marissa Harrison
Silence for Reflection.

Thinking theologically is a spiritual practice.
You're invited to reflect on the following question:

When have you been invited to something that made a difference in
your life? Review the handout. What is one invitational practice you
could try this summer? Who are 1-3 people in your current network
of relationships that you could invite to worship with you?

1+ Hymn of the Day: Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak
ELW 676

1 Lord, speak to us, that we may speak
in living echoes of your tone;
as you have sought, so let us seek
your straying children, lost and lone.

2 Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead
the wand'ring and the wav'ring feet;
oh, feed us, Lord, that we may feed
your hung'ring ones with manna sweet.

3 Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach
the precious truths which you impart;
and wing our words, that they may reach
the hidden depths of many a heart.

4 Oh, fill us with your fullness, Lord,
until our very hearts o'erflow
in kindling thought and glowing word,
your love to tell, your praise to show.
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Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.

As the church,
we pray for
those in our
community
and around the
world. The
prayers are
also
responsive,
emphasizing
our own
participation.

Each petition
addresses a
different topic,
often in the
same pattern:

+ The Church
+ Creation

+ Nations and
leaders

+Those in need
+ This faith
community

+ The great
cloud of
witnesses/those
now resting
with God

t Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a
world in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. For courage to welcome people whom
society rejects. For resolve to serve all in need. For empowerment to
invite people into your abundant life. God, in your mercy, receive
our prayer.

We pray for creation. For all rivers, lakes, oceans, and streams. For
lands experiencing scorching heat, drought, or wildfires, especially
Canada. For conservation organizations and environmental activists.
For scientists working on clean energy solutions. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

We pray for this nation and all nations. For presidents, governors,
and legislators. For judges, juries, district attorneys, and public
defenders. For military personnel. For those who are incarcerated.
Guide us in ways of freedom that promote the common good and
uphold the rights of the most vulnerable in our midst. God, in your
mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for those in need. For exiles, immigrants, refugees, and
those seeking asylum. For victims of harassment, torture, or abuse.
For those who are ill. For any near death and for all who grieve.
Send relief to all especially Peter, Helen, Andrew, Mary, Martha and
Jamie, Willie, Char, Marlon, Rich, Dick and Joan, Marie, Anna,
Patricia, Jeanette, Archer, Steve, Khams and his people and family in
Manipur, India, and all those we name aloud or silently in our
hearts. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for children. For their safety at home and in childcare
settings. For their flourishing at summer programs and camps. For
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the many people who care for them including parents and
grandparents; childcare workers and teachers; coaches, counselors,
and mentors; pediatricians and psychologists. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

We give thanks for all the saints and prophets who rest in eternal life
with Christ Jesus our Lord. May their lives of humble service inspire
us in faith. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

A practice of
the ancient
church, where
we recognize
Christ’s peace
in one another
and share it
together.

t Passing of the Peace

The Peace of Christ be with you always
And also with you.

The people greet one another saying, “Peace” or “Peace be with
you” sharing the peace of Christ with one another in a no-touch or
low-touch way, such as a wave, peace sign, or elbow bump.

God entrusts us
with
everything we
have. Our
offering is one
way we give
thanks to God
and support
the ministry of
the church.

The Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering

God’s ministry through Good Soil makes a difference, and your
offering makes that possible. Help Good Soil continue making an
impact by giving today at www.goodsoillutheran.org/support or by
using this QR code:

Aim your phone camera at the QR code,
but don’t take a picture. A link will appear to
click on that will take you to Good Soil’s

support page.
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The offering is
brought
forward to the
altar to signify
our gratitude
for God’s
blessings.

1 Offering Hymn: We Are an Offering  ELW 692

We lift our voices,

we lift our hands,

we lift our lives up to You;

we are an offering.

Lord, use our voices,

Lord, use our hands,

Lord, use our lives, they are Yours;
we are an offering.

All that we have

All that we are

All that we hope to be
We give to You

We give to You

We lift our voices

We lift our hands

We lift our lives up to You
We are an offering

We are an offering

1 Offering Prayer

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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t Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The Lord’s
Prayer is Jesus’
response to his
disciples when
they asked him
to teach them
how to pray.

1 Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus first taught
us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

1 Invitation to the Table

All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good. Amen.

Communion

Christ is with us in this meal. All who are hungry for the presence of
Jesus are welcome to commune here at Good Soil. Children are
welcome to come to the Lord’s table for communion or for a
blessing, depending on parent/guardian’s preference.

When you receive the elements, you are invited to respond with
“Amen” or “Thanks be to God.”

Please wait for the usher to release your row before proceeding up
front. You are invited to stand or kneel at the altar rail.

Gluten-free bread is available upon request. The wine (red) is in the
outer rings of the tray, the grape juice (white) is in the center.
Communion cups can be returned at the end tables on your way
back to your seat.
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Communion Hymn: Lord | Need You by Matt Maher

Lord | come, | confess

Bowing here, | find my rest
Without You, | fall apart

You're the one that guides my heart

Lord, | need You, oh, | need You
Every hour, | need You

My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how | need You

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more
Where grace is found is where You are
Where You are, Lord, | am free

Holiness is Christ in me

Lord, | need You, oh, | need You
Every hour, | need You

My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how | need You

So teach my song to rise to You

When temptation comes my way

And when | cannot stand, I'll fall on You
Jesus, You're my hope and stay

Lord, | need You, oh, | need You

Every hour, | need You

My one defense, my righteousness

Oh God, how | need You

You're my one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how | need You

My one defense, my righteousness
Oh God, how | need You
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1 Post-Communion Table Blessing

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

The Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

t Blessing

The God who calls across the cosmos
and speaks in the smallest seed

+ bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age. Amen.

Through the
sending hymn
we are sent out
into the world
to follow Jesus.

t Sending Hymn: Lord of glory, you have bought us ELW 707

1 Lord of glory, you have bought us
with your lifeblood as the price,
never grudging for the lost ones
that tremendous sacrifice;
and with that have freely given
blessings countless as the sand
to the unthankful and the evil
with your own unsparing hand.

2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give you
gladly, freely, of your own.
With the sunshine of your goodness
melt our thankless hearts of stone
till our cold and selfish natures,
warmed by you, at length believe
that more happy and more blessed
'tis to give than to receive.

3 Wondrous honor you have given

16




to our humblest charity

in your own mysterious sentence,
"You have done it all to me."
Naked, sick, in prison, hungry—
in the least, your face we view,
saying by your poor and needy,
"Give as | have giv'n to you."

The dismissal
sends us out as
Christ’s Body—
fed, nourished,
and ready to
serve. Worship
has ended, and
our service
begins! The
dismissal is
based on Good
Soil’s Purpose
Statement.

1 Dismissal

Go in peace as the people of Good Soil:
Growing Together in Christ to Love and Serve!

Postlude

Coffee Hour is currently paused for the summer.

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National

Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.

Worship texts are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2023. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SA5S020986

Music reprinted under One License #A-719034 or CCLI license #3013830. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Today’s Worship Servants:

Presiding: Rev. Marissa Harrison

Reader: Bill Fink

Ushers: Darlene Wahl
Bill Wahl

Counters: Bill Fink
Stan Zeager

Online Usher: Karen Sperli

Acolyte: Alexandra Inman

Livestream: Trey Harrison
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Announcements from Good Soil
Sunday, July 2nd, 2023

For those in need of healing, comfort, or strength: Peter Alexander, Helen Andrews,
Andrew Evatt, Mary Hanson, Martha and Jamie Lanter, Willie Lee, Char Mattson,
Marlon Naylor, Archer Oster, Steve Patrick, Rich Petrusky, Dick and Joan Schluep, Marie
Sternad, Anna Sykaluk, Patricia Wancata, Jeanette Weidlich, and Khams Zotal and his
family and people of Manipur, India.

For those celebrating their birthday:
Ellen Young (July 3™), Jay Shackelford (July 8*")

For those celebrating the anniversary of their baptism:
Jennifer Krankowski (July 3™)

All are invited to the memorial service of Kaethe Buchholz, which will take place on
Saturday, July 8" at 10 am at Good Soil.

Please RSVP using the QR code to the right,
or navigate to the following link:
https://forms.gle/g528ouumtgaCFapt9

To view Kaethe’s obituary, go here:
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/kaethe-buchholz-obituary?id=52344889
or access that with the QR code below:
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Food ministry volunteer opportunities to help feed our neighbors:

1) New Covenant (1424 Hayden Ave, Cleveland) - on the fourth Saturday from 8am-
12pm, through August. Please bring in extra plastic bags to help support this
ministry or place in the bin in the upstairs hallway. Upcoming dates: July 22, August
26

2) Trinity Lutheran at Lakewood Congregational Church (1375 W Clifton Blvd,
Lakewood) - on the third Saturday from 9am-12pm, through November. Upcoming
dates: July 15, August 19, September 16, October 21, November 18

Calendar of Events

Date Event Time
Tues, Jul 4 Independence Day — Office Closed
Sat, Jul 8 Kaethe Buchholz Memorial Service at Good Soil 10:00 am
Northeast Ohio Synod Anti-Racist Zoom Mtg 10:30 am
Sun, Jul 9 In-Person and Livestream Worship 9:30 am
Tues, Jul 11 GS Executive Team Mtg 7:30 pm
Sun, Jul 16 In-Person and Livestream Worship 9:30 am
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