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Welcome

Reflecting the abundant welcome of the Kingdom of God as revealed by Jesus,
GSLM welcomes all who seek God’s love and grace. We affirm and celebrate the
diversity of humanity in all its races, cultures, sexual orientations, gender identities,
gender expressions, social and economic circumstances, abilities, and disabilities.
Together, we commit ourselves to racial equity and to justice for all, because in
God’s kingdom, we are all beloved children of God.

For Parents with Children
Good $Soil loves kids and the "holy noise" they bring! Your children are warmly
welcome in worship. Sing, pray, and respond; your children will learn by
worshiping with you. There's also a "prayground" area in the back of the sanctuary
and a nursery/cry room behind that on the back left side. We pray that worshiping
together as a family is a meaningful experience!

For Those Needing Hearing Assistance
Ask an usher about hearing assistance devices to enhance your worship experience.

Holy Communion
Christ is truly present with us in worship and through this meal. All are welcome to
participate in Holy Communion here at Good $oil. Children may commune with
elements or receive a blessing depending on parent/guardian preference. Gluten-
free wafers and grape juice are available upon request.

Bulletin Key
Bold Font —Spoken by the Congregation

Regular Font — Spoken by the Pastor or Worship Assistant
1 — Please stand as you are able, in body or spirit. RECONCILING IN CHRIST
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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He
invites our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded
by a great “cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited
yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude and Welcome

In the
Confession and
Forgiveness, we
are drawn by
God'’s mercy to
prepare to
assemble
around the
Word and
Sacrament. It
may be seen as
a return to the
gift of Baptism
through
repentance.

t Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of *+ Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.




1 Gathering Hymn: How Firm a Foundation (ELW 796) v. 1, 2, 4

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word!
What more can he say than to you he has said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2 "Fear not, | am with you, oh, be not dismayed,
for | am your God and will still give you aid;
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand."

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.

The assembly and
presiding minister
greet each other
(scripture ref.

2 Corinthians)

t Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

The Prayer of the
Day highlights
themes in
today’s scripture.

1 Prayer of the Day

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you
call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand
with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants
and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

New Testament Reading: Hebrews 11:29-34, 12:1-2
To put this reading into context:

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long
list of biblical heroes, we find examples of trust in God that enabled
them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of
witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance.
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Hear now the reading.

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land,
but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 3° By
faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven
days. 3'By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who
were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace.

32 And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the
prophets, 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 3*quenched the
power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out
of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.

121 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,

let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and
let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and
has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Word of God. Word of Life.

We welcome
the gospel by
singing the
Gospel
Acclamation.
We rise, if able,
to anticipate
Christ being
revealed to us in
the Living Word
of the Gospel.

Thanks be to God.
t Gospel Acclamation
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Before and after
the reading of
the Gospel, we
give thanks and

t Gospel Reading: Luke 12:49-56
To put this reading into context:

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying & potentially divisive
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praise to Jesus
Christ, who is
revealed to us
through the
Gospel reading.

effects of obedience to God'’s call. The way of the cross often leads
followers to encounter hostility & rejection, even from those they love.

The holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 4° “l have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how | wish
it were already ablaze! *°1 have a baptism with which to be baptized,
and what constraint | am under until it is completed! °' Do you think
that | have come to bring peace to the earth? No, | tell you, but rather
division! >2 From now on five in one household will be divided, three
against two and two against three; >3 they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

>4He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the
west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it
happens. >> And when you see the south wind blowing, you say,
‘There will be scorching heat,” and it happens. °¢ You hypocrites! You
know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do
you not know how to interpret the present time?”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sunday School is on summer break! Young children are welcome to
remain in the sanctuary during the sermon or go to the “learn & grow
in faith” area (nursery room at the end of the hall, east side of the
building). Children must be supervised by an adult. On select Sundays
there may be a craft activity with a Sunday School teacher in the lounge.

Sermon: The Rev. Marissa Harrison

Silence for Reflection. Thinking theologically is a spiritual practice.
You're invited to reflect on the following question:

What dynamics in your closest relationships keep you from wholeness?
Have you named or acknowledged them? Are you suffering silently
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with them, are you making progress on them, or is God calling you to
create healthy separation? How do you discern the difference? Who
can support you in that discernment?

The Hymn of
the Day is the
assembly’s
response to the
sermon—

t Hymn of the Day: Let Justice Flow like Streams (ELW 717)

1 Let justice flow like streams
of sparkling water, pure,
enabling growth, refreshing life,

making the abundant, cleansing, sure.
sermon event a
mutual faith 2 Let righteousness roll on
conversation. as others' cares we heed,

an ever-flowing stream of faith

translated into deed.

3 So may God's plumb line, straight,

define our measure true,

and justice, right, and peace pervade

this world our whole life through.

Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926 Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press
As the church, t Prayers of the Church
we pray for
those in our We pray for the Church in all its forms here and abroad. God of grace,
community and | receive our prayer.
around the . .
world. The We pray for Creation and all that you, O God, have lovingly made.
prayers are also | God of grace, receive our prayer.
responsive, . . . .
emphasizing our | We pray for leaders in our nation and in nations around the world,
participation. that they work for justice and peace and bring an end to oppression,
Each petition war, and violence. God of grace, receive our prayer.
addresses a W ; ;
e pray for all who suffer or are in any need. Today we especiall

different topic, pray Y Y P Y

often in the same
pattern:

+ The Church
+ Creation

+ Nations and
leaders

+Those in need

pray for Dale, Dave, Helen, Gail, family & friends of Dakota, Mary Lou,
the Busby family, Joe, family & friends of Rody, Jon D, Frank, Ed &
Verna, Sara, Donna, Mary Lou & Glenn, Toni, Kate, Stan & Ann,
Charley & Cindy, Bill, Susan, Sally, Thomas, Ruth, Kenya, family &
friends of John T, Diane, Jeanette, Cole & family, Khams & his
community in Manipur, ...& those we name aloud or in our hearts.
God of grace, receive our prayer.
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+ This faith
community

+ The great
cloud of
witnesses/those
resting with God

We pray for this faith community. Help us to follow Jesus, the pioneer
and perfector of our faith, especially in challenging times. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We give thanks for all your saints, all those who are now at rest in you.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

Gather our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.

A practice of the
ancient church,
we share in
Christ’s peace &
recognize it in
each other.

1 Passing of the Peace

The Peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people greet one another saying, “Peace” or “Peace be with
you” sharing the peace of Christ with one another in a no-touch or
low-touch way, such as a wave, peace sign, or elbow bump.

God entrusts us
with everything
we have. Our

The Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

offering is one Offering
way we give God’s ministry through Good Soil makes a difference, and OfFA0)
thanks to God |+ offering makes that possible. Help Good Soil keep
and support the ki . by givi d . h R cod '
ministry of the making an impact by giving today using the QR code or at E 4
church. pushpay.com/g/goodsoillutheran
Aim your phone camera at the QR code, but don’t take a picture. A link

will appear to click on that will take you to Good Soil’s support page.
The offering is |+ Offering Hymn: The Trumpets Sound the Angels Sing (ELW 531)
brought
forwgrd to the 1 The trumpets sound, the angels sing,
altar to signify the feast is ready to begin.
our gratitude for the gates of heav’'n are open wide,
God'’s blessings. and Jesus welcomes you inside.

Refrain: Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight.
Come and revel in heaven’s love and light.
Take your place at the table of the King.
The feast is ready to begin; the feast is ready to begin.

Text © 1989 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere. All rights reserved. ASCAP
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1 Offering Prayer

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

t Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ Words of Institution

The Lord’s
Prayer is Jesus’
response to his
disciples when
they asked him
to teach them
how to pray.

t Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus first taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

1 Invitation to the Table

The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. Amen.

Communion

Christ is with us in this meal. All who are hungry for the presence of Jesus
are welcome to commune here at Good Soil.

Children are welcome to come to the Lord’s table for communion or for
a blessing, depending on parent/guardian’s preference.

When you receive the elements, you are invited to respond with “Amen”
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or “Thanks be to God.”

Please wait for the usher to release your row before proceeding up front.
You are invited to stand or kneel at the altar rail.

Gluten-free bread is available on request. The wine (red) is in the outer
rings of the tray, the grape juice (white) is in the center. Communion cups
can be returned at the end tables on your way back to your seat.

Communion Hymn: Take My Life that | May Be (ELW 583)

Refrain: Take my life, that | may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

1 Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee. Refrain

2 Take my silver and my gold,
not a mite would | withhold;
take my intellect and use
ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose. Refrain

3 Take my voice and let me sing
always, only for my King;
take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee. Refrain

4 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine;
take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne. Refrain

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adap.; Spanish text: Vicente Mendoza, 1875-1955
Communion Hymn: Healer of Our Every lIl (ELW 612)

Refrain: Healer of our ev'ry ill,
light of each tomorrow,
give us peace beyond our fear,
and hope beyond our sorrow.
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1 You who know our fears and sadness,
grace us with your peace and gladness;
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. Refrain

2 In the pain and joy beholding
how your grace is still unfolding,
give us all your vision, God of love. Refrain

3 Give us strength to love each other,
ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother;
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. Refrain

4 You who know each thought and feeling,
teach us all your way of healing;
Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. Refrain

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

1 Post-Communion Table Blessing

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Back to School Blessing

The Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
1 Blessing
The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
= bless you and give you peace. Amen.

Through the
sending hymn
we are sent out
into the world
to follow Jesus.

tSending Hymn: | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (ELW 815)

1 | want to walk as a child of the light.
| want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain: In him there is no darkness at all.
The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.
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2 | want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father. Refrain

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
| want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,
we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

The dismissal sends | + Dismissal
us out as Christ’s

fed, & ready to | Thanks be to God.
serve. Worship has

ended, and our
service begins!

Body: nourished, | GO in peace. Live by the Spirit.

Postlude

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches
of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. Worship texts are from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2025. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020986 Music reprinted under One License #A-719034 or CCLI

license #3013830. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Today’s Worship Servants:

Ushers: Stan Zeager & Bill Fink

Livestream: Sean Lanter

Reader: Dave Sierk

Acolyte: Amelia Forshey

Counters: Stan Zeager & David Paine

Cantor: Erik Bogen

Online Usher: Stormy Younger

Altar Care: Bill Wahl

Communion Bread: Anne Paine

OOD Announcements from Good Soil for Sunday, August 17, 2025

Especially in our prayers: Dale Alexander, Dave, Helen Andrews, Gail Boggs,
family & friends of Dakota Brooks, Mary Lou Busby, the Busby family, Joe Cassatta, family &
friends of Rody Davey, Jon Deye, Frank Dunaway, Ed & Verna Fink, Sara Gresh, Donna Handy,
Mary Lou & Glenn Kolla, Toni Kulma, Kate Labuda, Stan & Ann Layman, Charley & Cindy
McCabe, Bill Meyer, Susan Omerod, Sally Pate, Thomas Pate, Ruth Patrick, Kenya Russell,
family & friends of John Tasseff, Diane Traxler, Jeannette Weidlich, Cole Younger & family,
Khams Zotal & his people in Manipur, the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel, and Gaza.
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For those celebrating birthdays this week: John Shumaker (8/19), Alexandra Inman (8/21),
Amanda Inman (8/21), and Larry Jacobson (8/21).

For those celebrating baptism anniversaries this week: Pr. Marissa Harrison (8/19) and
Cadence Mattson (8/21).

Today's altar flowers are given to the Glory of God who promised to be with us always
and in memory of Jerry W. Hoegner.

Knitting Lessons- As part of our congregational renewal activities, Anne Paine has offered to
teach knitting lessons. If you’d like to learn, let Anne know at anne.c.paine@gmail.com. She
hopes to offer a class on Thursday evenings in the fall.

Save the Date! On 8/24, Good Soil will be joining Bethesda on the Bay for outdoor worship

and a joint church picnic held at Bethesda (no worship held at Good Soil that day). : i
Worship begins at 10am, please bring your own lawn chairs. The food truck from
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry will be there to provide main dishes for those who

E E Good Soil’s New AED- A new AED is located at the bottom of the stairs leading
down from the parking lot entrance. It has been given to God’s love in memory
E of Jerry W. Hoegner. Scan the QR code for info on using an AED in an emergency.

Home Communion Ministry to begin Sept/Oct 2025: Good Soil is starting a Home
Communion Ministry team in Sept/Oct 2025 to take communion monthly to homebound
members. Deaconess Anne Paine (anne.c.paine@gmail.com) is coordinating the launch of
this ministry. Contact Anne or Pr. Marissa with questions, or if you'd like to serve.

Save the Dates for service outreach opportunities: SUN SEPT 7 is God’s Work Our Hands
Sunday across the ELCA nationwide. Right after church on 9/7, there will be a service project
for all ages in the fellowship hall. More info to come. SAT SEPT 13 Team Up to Clean Up, an
annual event at Lutheran Metro Ministries (2100 Lakeside Ave) that brings shelter residents,
volunteers, staff, & community partners together for a day of gardening, neighborhood
cleanup, woodworking, art projects, games, live music, & a cookout! Projects include planting
bulbs & flowers, assembling picnic tables, refurbishing a garden bench, & refreshing a gazebo.
9/13 Schedule: registration 8:30am-9am, projects 9am-11:45am, cookout 12pm-1:30pm.
Volunteers provide their own transportation to this event. There is street parking. Sign up for
this event on the bulletin board by the lounge from 8/17 to 9/7. Questions? Text or email
Sharon Regan: regansharon17@gmail.com, 216-408-0304.
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Save the Date: Sun 9/28 for a Woodland Themed Baby Shower for Pastor Marissa & Trey, in
the Fellowship Hall right after worship. More details to come. Contact Jennifer Krankowski
(hansonjenm@yahoo.com) or Sharon Hollowell (hollowells99@gmail.com) with questions.

Looking to put your faith into action? Hunger continues growing in our community affecting
people of all ages and backgrounds. You can be part of the solution by volunteering:

1. Lakewood Fresh Produce Distribution: 3™ Saturday of each month, 9am-12pm,
through 11/15/25. Meet at the Lakewood Congregational Church parking lot located
on the corner of 1375 W. Clifton Blvd at Detroit Ave, Lakewood.

2. New Covenant Produce for the People: 4" Saturday of each month, 9am-12pm,
through 9/27/25 at New Covenant Lutheran Church, 1424 Hayden Ave, Cleveland.

Both service opportunities take place rain or shine. No sign-up needed. You'll help fill bags
with fresh, nourishing produce and distribute them to waiting pre-qualified recipients
cafeteria style. Put your faith into action and share God's love with others! Good Soil is also
collecting plastic grocery bags for these ministries in the black cannister in the hallway.

Emergency Trials for Hope Donations Needed- Trials for Hope has experienced a surge in
people they serve and they are in great need of the following items:

-paper towels -dish soap -bar soap
-spray cleaner -toothpaste -deodorant
-laundry detergent -bodywash /3in 1

TFH shared that quantity is more important than quality so they can serve more people. TFH
also requests that items be normal sized or smaller, as larger bulk sizes do not fit in the bags
they use to distribute aid. Please place donations in or around the TFH collection bin at the
parking lot entrance. We will collect these items through the end of August.

Congregational Renewal Activities- The Renewal Committee reflected on the congregation's
interest in meaningful activities centered on rest based on the sign-up sheets in the hallway.
Four areas emerged as priorities for Good Soil at this time:
1. Creative Rest: We'll focus on hands-on crafting activities to inspire joy and creativity.
2. Spiritual Rest: A Book Club will be held to encourage deep reflection & rich discussion.
3. Physical Rest: Hikes in Nature with the Holy Hikes Northeast Ohio planned events (4t
Saturday of every month, see Holy Hikes-Northeast Ohio Facebook Page for details).
4. Social Rest: There was interest in a potluck, but we need someone to plan the event.
If you'd like to volunteer to organize a time of relaxation & connection over good food,
music, & conversation in the coming months, contact admin@goodsoillutheran.org.

More details provided as each group meets and makes plans in the coming weeks & months.
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Bethesda Staff Partnership- Scan the QR code to learn more about Good Soil
and Bethesda on the Bay Lutheran’s staff partnership for a shared Minister for
Christian Formation! Please pray for our joint call committee as they journey
together. Read an update from them below:

Call Committee Work- Bethesda on the Bay and Good Soil have formed a committee to find
& call a shared Minister for Christian Formation, to work on faith formation, spiritual family
growth, & more. The committee members are Chris Webner (co-leader), Lynne Zeidler, Scott
Pohlkamp, & Lisa Hanson from Bethesda, and JoAnne Wancata (co-leader), Evan Paine, Emma
Sleva, & Amelia Forshey from Good Soil. Feel free to reach out to any of them. The committee
has begun their work, utilizing a guide from the ELCA. One of the committee’s primary goals
is to regularly communicate with and involve congregants throughout the search. The
committee hopes to hold informative & participative meetings with the congregations, during
or after service, soon. The committee asks for prayers during this process.

MOW looking for Drivers- West Shore Rocky River-Lakewood Meals on Wheels is in search
of drivers to deliver meals to our recipients, especially Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.
Please contact 440-333-6298 or rrlwcoordinator@westshoremow.org for further info.

More online ushers needed' Online ushers are a vitaI part of helping folks experience asense

You are welcome to attend in-person while serving as the onlme usher if you
keep your phone/tablet on silent. You can also serve from home. If you're
interested in serving as an online usher, sign up using the QR code to the left
or this link https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/30/enrollment/goodsoil

Flower Sign-Up- Interested in adorning Christ's altar with flowers for worship? Sign up on the
flower list on the hallway bulletin board or online using this QR code. Please note: O
The physical bulletin board list has priority. Best efforts are made to ensure the :
digital calendar matches the physical one. If you sign up online for a date that is
taken on the physical list, we will reach out to reschedule. Each vase costs $20. [=]
You may bring your own flowers instead of buying through Good Soil, but please still sign up.
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Calendar of Events

Date Event Time
Sun, Aug 17 In-Person & Livestream Worship, Back to School Blessing (for all 9:30 am
ages) during worship
Sat, Aug 23 New Covenant Produce for the People, New Covenant Lutheran 9:00 am
Church, 1424 Hayden Ave, Cleveland
Sun Aug 24 Outdoor Worship @ Bethesda on the Bay (no worship at GSLM) | 10:00 am
Sun, Aug 31 In-Person & Livestream Worship @ Good Soil 9:30 am




