
 
Good Soil Lutheran Ministries 

Growing Together in Christ to Love and Serve 
 

 
 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 26th, 2025 

9:30 am 



  2 
 

 
20300 Hilliard Blvd  

Rocky River, OH 44116 
(440) 331-1773|GoodSoilLutheran.org 
 

Pastor of Presence during Pastor M’s Parental Leave  
The Rev. Jim Kulma, jkulma@cox.net 

Cell Phone: 216-221-7333 
 

Church Administrator  
Sean Kennedy, admin@goodsoillutheran.org 

 

Worship and Music Coordinator 
Brynna Bailer Mango, brynnabailermango@gmail.com 

 

Communications and Community Life Coordinator 
Cara Rovella, CCLC@goodsoillutheran.org 

 

Facebook/Instagram: goodsoillutheranministries 
YouTube: Good Soil Lutheran Ministries 

Welcome 
Reflecting the abundant welcome of the Kingdom of God as revealed by Jesus, 
GSLM welcomes all who seek God’s love and grace. We affirm and celebrate the 
diversity of humanity in all its races, cultures, sexual orientations, gender identities, 
gender expressions, social and economic circumstances, abilities, and disabilities. 
Together, we commit ourselves to racial equity and to justice for all, because in 
God’s kingdom, we are all beloved children of God. 
 

For Parents with Children 
Good Soil loves kids and the "holy noise" they bring! Your children are warmly 
welcome in worship. Sing, pray, and respond; your children will learn by 
worshiping with you. There's also a "prayground" area in the back of the sanctuary 
and a nursery/cry room behind that on the back left side. We pray that worshiping 
together as a family is a meaningful experience! 
 

For Those Needing Hearing Assistance 
Ask an usher about hearing assistance devices to enhance your worship experience. 
 

Holy Communion 
Christ is truly present with us in worship and through this meal. All are welcome to 
participate in Holy Communion here at Good Soil. Children may commune with 
elements or receive a blessing depending on parent/guardian preference. Gluten-
free wafers and grape juice are available upon request. 
 
 
 
 

 

Bulletin Key 
Bold Font – Spoken by the Congregation 

Regular Font – Spoken by the Pastor or Worship Assistant 
† – Please stand as you are able, in body or spirit. 

mailto:admin@goodsoillutheran.org
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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth of 
faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required for the 
life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion, and the word 
read & proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive them with thanksgiving. 

 

 Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude and Welcome  
 

In the 
Confession and 
Forgiveness, we 
are drawn by 
God’s mercy to 
prepare to 
assemble 
around the 
Word and 
Sacrament. It 
may be seen as 
a return to the 
gift of Baptism 
through 
repentance.   
 

† Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful and loving God, 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace given to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. Amen. 
 

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen. 
 

 † Gathering Hymn: Precious Lord, Take my Hand (ELW 773) 
 

1 Precious Lord, take my hand, 
Lead me on, let me stand, 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; 
Through the storm, through the night, 
Lead me on to the light: 

 

Refrain: Take my hand, precious Lord,  
        lead me home. 
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2 When my way grows drear, 
Precious Lord, linger near, 
When my life is almost gone, 
Hear my cry, hear my call, 
Hold my hand lest I fall: Refrain 

 

3 When the darkness appears 
And the night draws near, 
And the day is past and gone, 
At the river I stand, 
Guide my feet, hold my hand: Refrain 

 

Text and music © 1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin. Alfred Publishing 
 

The assembly and 
presiding minister 
greet each other 
(scripture ref.  
2 Corinthians)  

† Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

 † Hymn of Praise 

 

 
 

The Prayer of the 
Day highlights 
themes in 
today’s scripture. 

† Prayer of the Day 
 

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are 
weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that 
with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
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 The Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
 

To put this reading into context: 
 

Injustice and violence in the time leading up to the Babylonian exile 
move this prophet to lament: How can a good and all-powerful God 
see evil in the world and seemingly remain indifferent? God answers 
by proclaiming that the righteous will live by faith. 
 

Hear now the reading. 
 

1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 

 2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
  and you will not listen? 
 Or cry to you “Violence!” 
  and you will not save? 
 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
  and look at trouble? 
 Destruction and violence are before me; 
  strife and contention arise. 
 4 So the law becomes slack, 
  and justice never prevails. 
 The wicked surround the righteous; 
  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 

 2:1I will stand at my watchpost 
  and station myself on the rampart; 
 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me 
  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 2 Then the LORD answered me and said: 
 Write the vision; 
  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it. 
 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
  it speaks of the end and does not lie. 
 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
  it will surely come; it will not delay. 
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 4 Look at the proud! 
  Their spirit is not right in them, 
  but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

 Psalm 37:1-9 

 

1 Do not be provoked by | evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those | who do wrong. 
 2 For they shall soon wither | like the grass, 
  and like the green grass | fade away. 
 3 Put your trust in the LORD | and do good; 
  dwell in the land and | find safe pasture. 
 4 Take delight | in the LORD, 
  who shall give you your | heart’s desire.  
 5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust | in the LORD, 
  and see what | God will do. 
 6 The LORD will make your vindication as clear | as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. 
 7 Be still before the LORD and wait | patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who 
succeeds in | evil schemes. 
 8 Refrain from anger, leave | rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads on- | ly to evil. 
 9 For evildoers shall | be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LORD shall pos- | sess the land. 
 

 Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-7 
 

To put this reading into context: 
 

This letter written to Timothy is a personal message of encouragement. 
In the face of hardship and persecution, Timothy is reminded that his 
faith is a gift of God. He is encouraged to exercise that faith with the 
help of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Hear now the reading. 
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1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of 
the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 
  2 To Timothy, my beloved child: 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

  3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, 
as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers 
night and day. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you so that I may 
be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that 
lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and 
now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle 
the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my 
hands, 7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a 
spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

We welcome 
the gospel by 
singing the 
Gospel 
Acclamation.  
We rise, if able, 
to anticipate 
Christ being 
revealed to us in 
the Living Word 
of the Gospel. 
 

† Gospel Acclamation:  Great Is Thy Faithfulness, v. 1 and refrain 
 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
 thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 
 as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 
         Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
         all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
         great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960 Text © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

Before and after 
the reading of 
the Gospel, we 
give thanks and 
praise to Jesus 
Christ, who is 
revealed to us 
through the 
Gospel reading. 
 

† Gospel Reading:  Luke 17:1-10 
 

To put this reading into context: 
 

On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus instructs his followers about the 
power of faith and the duties of discipleship. He calls his disciples to 
adopt the attitude of servants whose actions are responses to their 
identity rather than works seeking reward. 
 

The holy Gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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 1 Jesus said to his disciples, “Occasions for sin are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom they come! 2 It would be better for 
you if a millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown 
into the sea than for you to cause one of these little ones to sin. 3 Be 
on your guard! If a brother or sister sins, you must rebuke the 
offender, and if there is repentance, you must forgive. 4 And if the 
same person sins against you seven times a day and turns back to you 
seven times and says, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive.” 

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If 
you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
  7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in 
from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and 
take your place at the table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, 
‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I eat 
and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave for 
doing what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all 
that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have 
done only what we ought to have done!’ ” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 Children’s Sermon  
 

After the children’s sermon, children grade 4 and younger are invited to 
step out with our Sunday School teachers for “Learn and Grow in Faith” 
class during the sermon. They’ll return during the Passing of the Peace. 
 

 
Sermon:     The Rev. Jim Kulma 
 

Silence for Reflection. Thinking theologically is a spiritual practice.  
You’re invited to reflect on the following question: 

 

If faith can be Courageous Trust, how does this courage show up in 
your life? 
 

The Hymn of 
the Day is the 
assembly’s 
response to the 
sermon—

† Hymn of the Day: My Faith Looks Up to Thee (ELW 759) v. 1-3 
 

1 My faith looks up to thee, 
 thou Lamb of Calvary, 
 Savior divine! 
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making the 
sermon event a 
mutual faith 
conversation. 

 Now hear me while I pray, 
 take all my guilt away, 
 oh, let me from this day 
 be wholly thine! 
 

2 May thy rich grace impart 
 strength to my fainting heart, 
 my zeal inspire; 
 as thou hast died for me, 
 oh, may my love to thee 
 pure, warm, and changeless be, 
 a living fire! 
 

3 While life's dark maze I tread 
 and griefs around me spread, 
 be thou my guide; 
 bid darkness turn to day, 
 wipe sorrow's tears away, 
 nor let me ever stray 
 from thee aside. 
 

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887  
 

As the church, 
we pray for 
those in our 
community and 
around the 
world. The 
prayers are also 
responsive, 
emphasizing our 
participation.  
 

Each petition 
addresses a 
different topic, 
often in the same 
pattern:  
 

+ The Church 
+ Creation 
+ Nations and 
leaders 

† Prayers of the Church 
 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all creation. A brief silence. 
 

Uniting God, you draw your church together as the one body of Christ. 
Bring congregations into conversation and dialogue so the church is 
transformed and reformed in your abundant grace. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Sustaining God, you create all the beauty around us. We give you 
thanks for the harvest of your creation. Restore creation as the seasons 
change. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Governing God, you bring peace and justice through mercy. Guide 
judges, lawmakers, attorneys, and those in any authority to act with 
compassion and understanding. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Healing God, you comfort those who suffer. Console people whose 
lives are disrupted by cancer, disease, and illness. Bring your healing 
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+Those in need 
+ This faith 
community 
+ The great 
cloud of 
witnesses/those 
resting with God 

mercy to any in need. We pray especially for Dale, Dave, Tom, Mike, 
Gail, Mary Lou, the Busby family, Joe, Jon D, Frank, Matthew, 
Brendan, Ed & Verna, Sara, Donna, Herb, Mary Lou & Glenn, Toni, 
Kate, Charley & Cindy, Bill, Susan, Sally, Thomas, Ruth, Katie, the 
Sburlea Family, Andrew, Diane, Jeanette, Stormy, Khams & his 
community in Manipur, …and those we name aloud or in our hearts. 
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Proclaiming God, you gift the church proclamation through music. We 
thank you for all musicians of this congregation. Transform your church 
through the musical arts. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Resurrecting God, you crown your beloved children with 
righteousness. We thank you for those who have died in faith, fought 
the good fight, finished the race, and kept the faith. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and 
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A practice of the 
ancient church, 
we share in 
Christ’s peace & 
recognize it in 
each other. 

† Passing of the Peace 
 

The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

The people greet one another saying, “Peace” or “Peace be with 
you” sharing the peace of Christ with one another in a no-touch or 
low-touch way, such as a wave, peace sign, or elbow bump. 
 

God entrusts us 
with everything 
we have. Our 
offering is one 
way we give 
thanks to God 
and support the 
ministry of the 
church. 
 
 

 
 
Offering 
 

God’s ministry through Good Soil makes a difference, and 
your offering makes that possible. Help Good Soil keep 
making an impact by giving today using the QR code or at 
pushpay.com/g/goodsoillutheran 
 
 
 

The offering is 
brought 
forward to the 
altar to signify 

† Offering Hymn: Give Thanks 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart,  
 give thanks to the Holy One, 

Aim your phone camera at the QR code, but don’t take a picture. A link 
will appear to click on that will take you to Good Soil’s support page. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 

 

https://pushpay.com/g/goodsoillutheran
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our gratitude for 
God’s blessings. 

 give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. 
   

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,”  
 let the poor say, “I am rich,” 
 because of what the Lord has done for us. 
 Give thanks! 
 

Text: Henry Smith © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International © secured. 
 

 † Offering Prayer 
 

Lord of the harvest, 
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered 
to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 † Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 † Preface 
 

 † Sanctus 
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 † Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s 
Prayer is Jesus’ 
response to his 
disciples when 
they asked him 
to teach them 
how to pray. 
 

† Lord’s Prayer  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus first taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

 † Invitation to the Table  
 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy. 
 

 Communion 
 

Christ is with us in this meal. All who are hungry for the presence of Jesus 
are welcome to commune here at Good Soil. 
Children are welcome to come to the Lord’s table for communion or for 
a blessing, depending on parent/guardian’s preference. 
 

When you receive the elements, you are invited to respond with “Amen” 
or “Thanks be to God.” 
 

Please wait for the usher to release your row before proceeding up front. 
You are invited to stand or kneel at the altar rail. 
 

Gluten-free bread is available on request. The wine (red) is in the outer 
rings of the tray, the grape juice (white) is in the center. Communion cups 
can be returned at the end tables on your way back to your seat. 
 

 Communion Hymn: Give Me Jesus (ELW 770) 
 

1 In the morning when I rise, 
 in the morning when I rise, 
 in the morning when I rise, 
 give me Jesus. 
 

Refrain: Give me Jesus, 
         give me Jesus. 
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         You may have all the rest, 
         give me Jesus. 
 

2 Dark midnight was my cry, 
 dark midnight was my cry, 
 dark midnight was my cry, 
 give me Jesus.  Refrain 
 

3 Just about the break of day, 
 just about the break of day, 
 just about the break of day, 
 give me Jesus.  Refrain 
 

4 Oh, when I come to die, 
 oh, when I come to die, 
 oh, when I come to die, 
 give me Jesus.  Refrain 
 

5 And when I want to sing, 
 and when I want to sing, 
 and when I want to sing, 
 give me Jesus.  Refrain 
 

Text: African American spiritual 
 

Communion Hymn: Ten Thousand Reasons 
 

Refrain: Bless the Lord O my soul O my soul 
             Worship His holy name 
             Sing like never before O my soul 
             I'll worship Your holy name 
 

1    The sun comes up it's a new day dawning 
      It's time to sing Your song again 
      Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 
      Let me be singing when the evening comes Refrain 
 

2    You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 
      Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
      For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
      Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find Refrain 
 

3    And on that day when my strength is failing 
      The end draws near and my time has come 
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      Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
      Ten thousand years and then forevermore Refrain 
 

Jonas Myrin, Matt Redman CCLI Song #6016351 © 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs; sixsteps Music; Thankyou 
Music Ltd; worshiptogether.com songs 
 

 † Post-Communion Table Blessing 
 

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in his grace. Amen.  
 

 The Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

† Blessing 
 

The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free,  
☩ bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Through the 
sending hymn 
we are sent out 
into the world 
to follow Jesus. 
 

† Sending Hymn: Let Justice Flow Like Streams (ELW 717) 
 

1 Let justice flow like streams 
 of sparkling water, pure, 
 enabling growth, refreshing life, 
 abundant, cleansing, sure. 
 

2 Let righteousness roll on 
 as others' cares we heed, 
 an ever-flowing stream of faith 
 translated into deed. 
 

3 So may God's plumb line, straight, 
 define our measure true, 
 and justice, right, and peace pervade 

 this world our whole life through. 
 

Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926 Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press 
  

The dismissal sends 
us out as Christ’s 
Body: nourished, 
fed, & ready to 
serve. Worship has 
ended, and our 
service begins!  

† Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.  
Thanks be to God. 
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 Postlude 
Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible©1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used 
by permission. Worship texts: sundaysandseasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies License #SAS020986 Music reprinted under One License #A-719034/CCLI license #3013830. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 
All are warmly welcomed after worship to join for coffee fellowship! 

 
Today’s Worship Servants:  

Ushers: Chris & Larry Jacobson Livestream: Sean Lanter 
Reader: David Dick Acolyte: Evan Lanter 
Counters: Joe Lanter &  Cantor: Erik Bogen 
Online Usher: Pam Lanter Altar Care: Darlene Wahl 

Communion Bread: Chris Jacobson 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Especially in our prayers: Dale Alexander, Dave, Tom Beck, Mike Bishop, Gail Boggs, 
Mary Lou Busby, the Busby family, Joe Cassatta, Jon Deye, Frank Dunaway, Matthew 

Eaton, Brendan Erchul, Ed & Verna Fink, Sara Gresh, Donna Handy, Herb Harrison, Mary Lou 
& Glenn Kolke, Toni Kulma, Kate Labuda, Charley & Cindy McCabe, Bill Meyer, Susan 
Omerod, Sally Pate, Thomas Pate, Ruth Patrick, Katie Rininger, The Sburlea Family, Andrew 
Sykaluk, Diane Traxler, Jeannette Weidlich, Stormy Younger, Khams Zotal & his people in 
Manipur, the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel, and Gaza.  
 
For those celebrating birthdays this week: Hannah Alusheff (10/27), Luca Sburlea (10/29), 
George Andrews (11/1), & Beau Reddington (11/1). 
 
For those celebrating wedding anniversaries this week: JoAnne & Michael Wancata (10/26). 
 
The flowers adorning the altar today are given to the Glory of God by Jill McCourt in 
remembrance of her mother, Patricia Boegner, on what would have been her 92nd birthday. 
 
LAST WEEK TO SUBMIT All Saints Names- You’re invited to submit the names of loved ones 
who have died since All Saints Sunday 2024 (11/3/24) to remember during our Candle lighting 
rite on All Saints Sunday, 11/2/25. Please send names to Cara at cclc@goodsoillutheran.org.  
 

Maternity Leave FAQ- Last Sunday was Pr. M’s last Sunday before maternity 
leave. Scan the QR code to the left to see the answers to some frequently asked 
questions. Pr. Jim Kulma will be the Pastor of Presence while she’s gone. His 
email is jkulma@cox.net and his cell phone number is 216-221-7333. 

 

Announcements from Good Soil for Sunday, October 26, 2025 
 
 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/
mailto:cclc@goodsoillutheran.org
mailto:jkulma@cox.net
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Good Soil Book Club- We are holding a book club this fall as a pilot project. This chance for 
us to gather, share, & grow in our life together arose from the Congregation Renewal Team. 
We will meet on 11/6 & 11/20 at 6:30 pm in the lounge. Our first book is Listening for God, 
Vol. 1, containing writings by authors such as Flannery O’Connor, Alice Walker, & Garrison 
Keillor. Interested? Contact the church office at admin@goodsoillutheran.org or 440-331-
1773. Books will be provided. Check the E-news & bulletin to see when they are available. 
 
Please hold the Sburlea family in your prayers: Council President Sarah Sburlea and her 
family—Husband Alin, Son Luca and Daughter Maddie—suffered a destructive house fire 
(electrical), and they are no longer able to live at their home in Westlake. No one was hurt, 
but the damage to their property and all of their belongings is severe. Please surround them 
with your prayers and love as their church family. If you'd like to do something in addition 
to prayers, consider mailing greeting cards and/or grocery cards to Nancie Smith, Sarah’s 
mom: Sburlea Family c/o Nancie Smith, 30009 Shadow Creek Dr. Westlake, OH 44145. 
 
Additional Home Communion Ministry Training, 11/9: Chaplain Linda Weidenbach will 
conduct a follow-up session and training for Good Soil's home communion ministry after 
service Nov 9. If you're already involved in this ministry, bring your questions. If you're 
interested in learning more or becoming part of it, you're also welcome!  Questions? Contact 
Deaconess Anne Paine at anne.c.paine@gmail.com or 440-670-4917. 
 
Looking to put your faith into action? Hunger grows in our community affecting people of all 
ages & backgrounds. You can be part of the solution by volunteering with Lakewood Fresh 
Produce Distribution 9am-12pm on 11/15/25 at the Lakewood Congregational Church parking 
lot, 1375 W. Clifton Blvd at Detroit Ave, Lakewood. This opportunity takes place rain or shine. 
No sign-up needed. You'll help fill bags with fresh produce & distribute them to pre-qualified 
recipients cafeteria style. Put your faith into action & share God's love with others! Good Soil 
is also collecting plastic grocery bags for this ministry in the black cannister in the hallway.  

 
Congregational Renewal Activities- The Renewal Committee reflected on the congregation's 
interest in meaningful activities centered on rest based on the sign-up sheets in the hallway. 
Four areas emerged as priorities for Good Soil at this time: 

1. Creative Rest: Hands-on crafting activities to inspire joy and creativity (i.e. knitting) 
2. Spiritual Rest: A Book Club will be held to encourage deep reflection & rich discussion. 
3. Physical Rest: Hikes in Nature with the Holy Hikes Northeast Ohio planned events (4th 

Saturday of every month, see Holy Hikes-Northeast Ohio Facebook Page for details).  
4. Social Rest: There was interest in a potluck, but we need someone to plan the event. 

If you'd like to volunteer to organize a time of relaxation & connection over good food, 
music, & conversation in the coming months, contact admin@goodsoillutheran.org.  

 

mailto:anne.c.paine@gmail.com
mailto:admin@goodsoillutheran.org
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Knitting Lessons- As part of our congregational renewal activities, Anne Paine is offering 
knitting lessons. The group meets on Thursdays at 7 pm. If you'd like to learn or have 
questions, contact Anne at anne.c.paine@gmail.com, or text her at 440-670-4917. 
 
MOW looking for Drivers- West Shore Rocky River-Lakewood Meals on Wheels works in 
Good Soil’s kitchen M-F! They need more drivers to bring meals to recipients, especially Mon, 
Wed, & Fri. Contact 440-333-6298 or rrlwcoordinator@westshoremow.org for more info. 
 

Bethesda Staff Partnership- Scan the QR code to read an update from Good Soil 
and Bethesda on the Bay Lutheran’s call committee as they engage the call 
process seeking a shared Minister for Christian Formation. Please pray for our 
joint call committee as they journey together. Read additional info below:   

 
Call Committee Work- The joint call committee members are Chris Webner (co-leader), Lynne 
Zeidler, Scott Pohlkamp, & Lisa Hanson from Bethesda, and JoAnne Wancata (co-leader), Evan 
Paine, Emma Sleva, & Amelia Forshey from Good Soil. Feel free to reach out to any of them.  
The committee has begun their work, utilizing an ELCA guide. One of the committee’s primary 
goals is to regularly communicate with and involve congregants throughout the search. The 
committee will be offering updates throughout the search. Please answer the reflection 
questions (using the above QR code or handouts on the welcome table) and submit those 
responses to JoAnne Wancata jwancata@sbcglobal.net, if you haven’t already.  
 
Flower Sign-Up- Interested in adorning Christ's altar with flowers for worship? Sign up on the 
flower list on the hallway bulletin board or online using this QR code. Please note: 
The physical bulletin board list has priority. Best efforts are made to ensure the 
digital calendar matches the physical one. If you sign up online for a date that is 
taken on the physical list, we will reach out to reschedule. Each vase costs $20.  
You may bring your own flowers instead of buying through Good Soil, but please still sign up. 
Questions about flowers? Contact Cara Rovella at cclc@goodsoillutheran.org.  
 

Newsletter- Want to keep up with news at Good Soil or share the e-news with 
friends? Sign up or share our newsletter using the QR code or URL to the right: 
https://tinyurl.com/bddjk7yp Questions about the E-news? Contact Cara Rovella 
at cclc@goodsoillutheran.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:anne.c.paine@gmail.com
mailto:jwancata@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cclc@goodsoillutheran.org
https://tinyurl.com/bddjk7yp
mailto:cclc@goodsoillutheran.org
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Calendar of Events 
Date Event Time 

Sun, Oct 26 In-Person & Livestream Worship  9:30 am 
Sat, Nov 1 Ladies’ Breakfast @ Gene’s Place to Dine 9:00 am 
Sun, Nov 2 In-Person & Livestream Worship- All Saints Sunday 9:30 am 
Sun, Nov 2 Planned Giving Workshop 10:30 am 
Thurs, Nov 6 Good Soil Book Club Meeting in the Lounge 6:30 pm 
Sun, Nov 9 In-Person & Livestream Worship- Intent Sunday 9:30 am 
Sun, Nov 9 Additional Home Communion Ministry Training 10:30 am 
Sun, Nov 9 Second Sunday Coffee Fellowship 10:30 am 

 


