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Welcome

Reflecting the abundant welcome of the Kingdom of God as revealed by Jesus,
GSLM welcomes all who seek God’s love and grace. We affirm and celebrate the
diversity of humanity in all its races, cultures, sexual orientations, gender identities,
gender expressions, social and economic circumstances, abilities, and disabilities.
Together, we commit ourselves to racial equity and to justice for all, because in
God’s kingdom, we are all beloved children of God.

For Parents with Children
Good $Soil loves kids and the "holy noise" they bring! Your children are warmly
welcome in worship. Sing, pray, and respond; your children will learn by
worshiping with you. There's also a "prayground" area in the back of the sanctuary
and a nursery/cry room behind that on the back left side. We pray that worshiping
together as a family is a meaningful experience!

For Those Needing Hearing Assistance
Ask an usher about hearing assistance devices to enhance your worship experience.

Holy Communion
Christ is truly present with us in worship and through this meal. All are welcome to
participate in Holy Communion here at Good $oil. Children may commune with
elements or receive a blessing depending on parent/guardian preference. Gluten-
free wafers and grape juice are available upon request.

Bulletin Key
Bold Font —Spoken by the Congregation

Regular Font — Spoken by the Pastor or Worship Assistant
1 — Please stand as you are able, in body or spirit. RECONCILING IN CHRIST
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the
merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger
for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this
countercultural way of living and serving.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude and Welcome

In the
Confession and
Forgiveness, we
are drawn by
God'’s mercy to
prepare to
assemble
around the
Word and
Sacrament. It
may be seen as
a return to the
gift of Baptism
through
repentance.

1 Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Mighty God, lover of justice,
you call us to life in community,
but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,
but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away,

and new things God now declares:

Like a spring of water that never fails,

God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in & Jesus’ name.

May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

Amen.




1 Gathering Hymn: As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)

1 As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.

2 Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.
Text: Carl P Daw Jr b 1944 Text©1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Used by permission.

The assembly and 1 Greeting

presiding minister

greet each other | The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

(2 Corinthians) | communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

The Prayer of the | + Prayer of the Day

Day highlights , . L .

themes in Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom
today’s scripture. | to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for

justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and
deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
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The Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8
To put this reading into context:

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God
brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long
history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to
attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do
Justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God'’s service.

Hear now the reading.

'Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.

2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,

for the Lord has a case against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

3O my people, what have | done to you?
In what have | wearied you? Answer me!
4For | brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
>O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,

what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

6 “With what shall | come before the Lord
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall 1 give my firstborn for my transgression,
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the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15
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'Lord, who may dwell in your | tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your | holy hill?
2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right,
who speak the truth | from their heart;
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends;
they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor.
“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those
who | fear the Lord.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word.
>They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take
bribes a- | gainst the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown.

We welcome the
gospel by singing
the Gospel
Acclamation.

We rise, if able, in
anticipation of
Christ being
revealed to us
through the Living
Word of the
Gospel.

t Gospel Acclamation: Celtic Alleluia — ELW 174
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Before and after
the reading of
the Gospel, we
give thanks and
praise to Jesus
Christ, who is

1 Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:1-12
To put this reading into context:

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are
blessed in the reign of God.




revealed to us
through the
Gospel reading.

The holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he
sat down, his disciples came to him. > And he began to speak and
taught them, saying:

° “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

¢ “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for
they will be filled.

’“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
¢“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
?“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for  theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

"“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. > Rejoice and
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

After the children’s sermon, children grade 4 and younger are invited to
step out with our Sunday School teachers for “Learn and Grow in Faith”
class during the sermon. They'll return after the sermon.

Sermon: The Rev. Jim Kulma

Silence for Reflection.

The Hymn of
the Day is the
assembly’s
response to the
sermon—
making the
sermon event a
mutual faith
conversation.

1t Hymn of the Day: Let Streams of Living Justice (ELW 710)

1 Let streams of living justice
flow down upon the earth;
give freedom's light to captives,
let all the poor have worth.
The hungry's hands are pleading,
the workers claim their rights,
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the mourners long for laughter,
the blinded seek for sight.
Make liberty a beacon,

strike down the iron pow'r;
abolish ancient vengeance:
proclaim your people's hour.

For healing of the nations,

for peace that will not end,

for love that makes us lovers,
God grant us grace to mend.
Weave our varied gifts together;
knit our lives as they are spun;
on your loom of time enroll us
till our thread of life is run.

O great weaver of our fabric,
bind church and world in one;
dye our texture with your radiance,
light our colors with your sun.

Your city's built to music;

we are the stones you seek;
your harmony is language;

we are the words you speak.
Our faith we find in service,
our hope in others' dreams,
our love in hand of neighbor;
our homeland brightly gleams.
Inscribe our hearts with justice;
your way—the path untried;
your truth—the heart of stranger;
your life—the Crucified.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934 Text © 1989 William Whitla.

As the church,
we pray for
those in our
community and
around the
world. The

t Prayers of the Church

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church,
the whole human community, & the well-being of the earth, our home.

God our wisdom, renew the church in the power of the Spirit, that it
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prayers are also
responsive,
emphasizing our
participation.
Each petition
addresses a
different topic,
often in the same
pattern:

+ The Church

+ Creation

+ Nations and
leaders

+Those in need
+ This faith
community

+ The great
cloud of
witnesses/those
resting with God

may do justice, love kindness, live humbly, and boldly proclaim Christ
crucified. We pray for social justice and humanitarian aid ministries.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our source, we honor you by caring wisely for your creation. We
pray for the health of old growth forests, ice caps, and ocean currents.
Preserve the diversity of life on earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our righteousness, raise up visionary leaders who serve with
integrity and respect human rights. Increase freedom in every nation.
Protect educators, journalists, artists, and religious activists who are
reviled for speaking truth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our advocate, you give hope to all who suffer because of
persecution, poverty, or war. Reunite separated families and bring
orphaned children to safety. Comfort any who grieve or suffer in any
way. We pray especially for Dale, Diane, Mike, Steve, the Busby family,
Joe, Elizabeth, Jon, Audrey, Frank, Kay, Brendan, Kay, Ed & Verna,
Sarah, Donna, Herb, Toni, Kate, Jason, Charley & Cindy, Bill, Joyce,
Susan, Sally, Ruth, Kristina, Jeanette, the people of Ukraine, Russia,
Israel, & Gaza, ...and those we name aloud or in our hearts. Bring an
end to social injustice and inequities of every kind, so that all people
may have abundant life. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our blessing, we pray for the children and youth of this
congregation, and for parents, grandparents, mentors, teachers, and
youth ministers who model love for their neighbor and care for others.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God our joy, we give thanks for the lives of those before us who
journeyed humbly with you. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

A practice of the
ancient church,
we share in
Christ’s peace &
recognize it in
each other.

t Passing of the Peace

The Peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people greet one another saying, “Peace” or “Peace be with
you” sharing the peace of Christ with one another in a no-touch or
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low-touch way, such as a wave, peace sign, or elbow bump.

God entrusts us
with everything
we have. Our

The Meal
Cod feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

. Offering
offering is one
way we give God’s ministry through Good Soil makes a difference, and [m]d¢s[m]
ﬂ’"’c‘;k’ to Gtoz; your offering makes that possible. Help Good Soil keep
and support the . . . . '
ministry of the making an impact by giving today using the QR code or at [=]*3
church, pushpay.com/g/goodsoillutheran
Aim your phone camera at the QR code, but don’t take a picture. A link
will appear to click on that will take you to Good Soil’s support page.
The offering is 1 Offering Hymn: The Summons (ELW 798)
brought to the
altar to signify Sung by the Good Soil Choir
our gratitude for Pr. Jim Kulma, guitar
God’s blessings.

t Offering Prayer

God of majesty,

no eye has seen, no ear has heard

what you have prepared for those who love you,

yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered

to feed us with the reign of God come near,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

t Great Thanksgiving
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[ ~— — — S
The Lord be with And al - so

you. with you.

_L,_¢L._L._o_a_

— — .
We lift the Lord.

.‘_/‘
vour

—

Lift un hearts. them to

=y
o

h -__--'/l.
give

~ —

thanks to the Lord our

b
T
ﬁ}_l_l_._!—’—'—'—l_,.._lga
. — - o

— — — —
to give our thanks and praise.

Let us God.

10



https://pushpay.com/g/goodsoillutheran

1 Preface
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1 Words of Institution

The Lord’s
Prayer is Jesus’
response to his
disciples when
they asked him
to teach them
how to pray.

1 Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus first taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

1 Invitation to the Table

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

Communion

Christ is with us in this meal. All who are hungry for the presence of Jesus
are welcome to commune here at Good Soil.

Children are welcome to come to the Lord’s table for communion or for
a blessing, depending on parent/guardian’s preference.

When you receive the elements, you are invited to respond with “Amen”
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or “Thanks be to God.”

Please wait for the usher to release your row before proceeding up front.
You are invited to stand or kneel at the altar rail.

Gluten-free bread is available on request. The wine (red) is in the outer
rings of the tray, the grape juice (white) is in the center. Communion cups
can be returned at the end tables on your way back to your seat.

Communion Hymn: Build a Longer Table

1 Build a longer table, not a higher wall,
feeding those who hunger, making room for all.
Feasting together, stranger turns to friend,
Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end.

2 Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail;
where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail.
For any place where justice is denied,
Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside.

3 Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence.
Love protects all people, sparing no expense.
When we embrace compassion more than fear,
Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here.

4 When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad,
Christ became our doorway to the reign of God.
So must our tables welcome those who roam.
None can be excluded; all must find a home.

Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984 Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Communion Hymn: Rise Up, O Saints of God (ELW 669)

1 Rise up, O saints of God!
From vain ambitions turn;
Christ rose triumphant that your hearts
with nobler zeal might burn.

2 Speak out, O saints of God!
Despair engulfs earth's frame;
as heirs of God's baptismal grace,
the word of hope proclaim.
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3 Rise up, O saints of God!
The kingdom's task embrace;
redress sin's cruel consequence;
give justice larger place.

4 Give heed, O saints of God!
Creation cries in pain;
stretch forth your hand of healing now,
with love the weak sustain.

5 Commit your hearts to seek
the paths which Christ has trod;
and, quickened by the Spirit's pow'r,
rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936 Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

1 Post-Communion Table Blessing

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer for Home Communion Ministry

The Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
1 Blessing

May the triune God,
who has put a new song in your mouth

and tuned your heart for praise
++ bless you now and forever. Amen.

Through the
sending hymn
we are sent out
into the world
to follow Jesus.

1 Sending Hymn: O God of Mercy, God of Light (ELW 714) v. 1, 3, 4

1 O God of mercy, God of light,
in love and mercy infinite,
teach us, as ever in your sight,
to live our lives in you.

3 Teach us the lesson Jesus taught:
to feel for those his blood has bought,
that ev'ry deed and word and thought
may work a work for you.
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4 For all are kindred, far and wide,
since Jesus Christ for all has died;
grant us the will, and grace provide,
to love them all in you.

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.

The dismissal sends | + Dismissal
us out as Christ’s
Body: nourished, | Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
fed, & ready to | Thanks be to God.

serve. Worship has
ended, and our
service begins!

Postlude

Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible©1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used
by permission. Worship texts: sundaysandseasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies License #SAS020986 Music reprinted under One License #A-719034/CCLI license #3013830. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

You are warmly invited to gather in the upstairs lounge area for coffee fellowship
following worship!

Today’s Worship Servants:

Ushers: Bill Fink & Stan Zeager Livestream: Joe Lanter
Reader: David Connor Acolyte: Amelia Forshey
Counters: Stan Zeager & David Connor Cantor: Kaitlyn Regan
Online Usher: Beau Reddington Altar Care: Darlene Wahl

Communion Bread: Michael Mitterholzer

Announcements from Good Soil for Sunday, February 1, 2026

c& Especially in our prayers: Dale Alexander, Diane Bennett, Mike Bishop, Steve

Bugosh, the Busby family, Joe Cassatta, Elizabeth Danish, Jon Deye, Audrey Dorin,
Frank Dunaway, Kay Eaton, Brendan Erchul, Kay Eaton, Ed & Verna Fink, Sarah Gresh, Donna
Handy, Herb Harrison, Toni Kulma, Kate Labuda, Jason Mattson, Charley & Cindy McCabe,
Bill Meyer, Joyce Miller, Susan Omerod, Sally Pate, Ruth Patrick, Kristina Seeley, Jeannette
Weidlich, the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel, & Gaza.

For those celebrating birthdays this and last week: Martha Panek (1/26), Gloria Syverson
(1/27), Becky Williamson (2/6), & Kim Wylie (2/6).


http://sundaysandseasons.com/

For those celebrating baptism anniversaries this week: Lucy Johnson (1/26), Erik Bogen
(1/30), Hannah Alusheff (2/2), & Otto Mitterholzer (2/5).

The flowers adorning the altar today are given to the glory of God by Sharon Hollowell in
celebration of the January birthdays of her niece Carly Rose Petrusky and her brother
Richard Petrusky.

Souper Bowl of Caring Noisy Offering, 2/8 — What if the Super Bowl could also help feed
hungry people in our community? That’s the mission of the SOUPER Bowl of Caring! Once
again, Good Soil will participate in this nationwide initiative and collect a “noisy offering”
during worship on 2/8 to support the ministry of Rocky River and Lakewood Meals on Wheaels.
Please bring your change and dollars and pray for the counters next Sunday!

Pancake breakfast after worship, 2/8- On Sunday February 8th we will be having a Pancake
breakfast after church in the fellowship hall. It is to celebrate Pastor Marissa’s return and the
fact that Ash Wednesday is that week. All are welcome.

Congregational Renewal Activities- The Renewal Committee reflected on the congregation's
interest in meaningful activities centered on rest based on the sign-up sheets in the hallway.
Four areas emerged as priorities for Good Soil at this time:
1. Creative Rest: Hands-on crafting activities to inspire joy and creativity (i.e. knitting)
2. Spiritual Rest: A Book Club will be held to encourage deep reflection & rich discussion.
3. Physical Rest: Hikes in Nature with the Holy Hikes Northeast Ohio planned events (4"
Saturday of every month, see Holy Hikes-Northeast Ohio Facebook Page for details).
4. Social Rest: There was interest in a potluck, but we need someone to plan the event.
If you'd like to volunteer to organize a time of relaxation & connection over good food,
music, & conversation in the coming months, contact admin@goodsoillutheran.org.

Knitting Lessons- As part of our congregational renewal activities, Anne Paine is offering
knitting lessons. The group meets on Thursdays at 7 pm. If you'd like to learn or have
guestions, contact Anne at anne.c.paine@gmail.com, or text her at 440-670-4917.

MOW looking for Drivers- West Shore Rocky River-Lakewood Meals on Wheels works in
Good Soil’s kitchen M-F! They need more drivers to bring meals to recipients, especially Mon,
Wed, & Fri. Contact 440-333-6298 or rrlwcoordinator@westshoremow.org for more info.

Bethesda Staff Partnership- Scan the QR code to read an update from Good Soil
and Bethesda on the Bay Lutheran’s call committee as they engage the call
process seeking a shared Minister for Christian Formation. Please pray for our
joint call committee as they journey together. Read additional info below:
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Call Committee Work- The joint call committee members are Chris Webner (co-leader), Lynne
Zeidler, Scott Pohlkamp, & Lisa Hanson from Bethesda, and JoAnne Wancata (co-leader), Evan
Paine, Emma Sleva, & Amelia Forshey from Good Soil. Feel free to reach out to any of them.
The committee has begun their work, utilizing an ELCA guide. One of the committee’s primary
goals is to regularly communicate with and involve congregants throughout the search. The
committee will be offering updates throughout the search. Please answer the reflection
guestions (using the above QR code or handouts on the welcome table) and submit those
responses to JoAnne Wancata jwancata@sbcglobal.net, if you haven’t already.

Flower Sign-Up- Interested in adorning Christ's altar with flowers for worship? Sign up on the
flower list on the hallway bulletin board or online using this QR code. Please note: O
The physical bulletin board list has priority. Best efforts are made to ensure the :
digital calendar matches the physical one. If you sign up online for a date that is
taken on the physical list, we will reach out to reschedule. Each vase costs $30. [=]
You may bring your own flowers instead of buying through Good Soil, but please still sign up.
Questions about flowers? Contact Cara Rovella at cclc@goodsoillutheran.org.

Newsletter- Want to keep up with news at Good Soil or share the e-news with
friends? Sign up or share our newsletter using the QR code or URL to the right:
https://tinyurl.com/bddjk7yp Questions about the E-news? Contact Cara Rovella
at cclc@goodsoillutheran.org.

Calendar of Events
Date Event Time
Sun, Feb 1 In-Person & Livestream Worship 9:30 am
Sat, Feb 7 Ladies’ Breakfast @ Gene’s Place to Dine 9:00 am
Sun, Feb 8 In-Person & Livestream Worship, “SOUPER Bowl of Caring” noisy 9:30 am
offering
Sun, Feb 8 Pancake Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 10:30 am
Sun, Feb 15 In-Person & Livestream Worship: Transfiguration of Our Lord 9:30 am
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